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We can’t let fear
rule our hearts,
govern our prayers,
and dictate what
we think God can do.

“Do not be afraid;
only believe.”
~Luke 8:50
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we want to pray for you

Believe
ONLY

In Mark 5, we read the fascinating account
of an interrupted miracle. It begins as Jairus,
a synagogue ruler, falls at Jesus’ feet and
begs, “My little daughter lies at the point of
death. Come and lay Your hands on her, that she
may be healed, and she will live.”
That’s a good prayer, isn’t it? And the next
verse says, So Jesus went with him. Have you
ever prayed and God answers, “I’m coming
with you”—but the miracle hasn’t occurred
yet? That’s what happens here.
As a great multitude throngs around Jesus, a
woman with an issue of blood comes behind
Jesus and touches His garment. She says, “If
only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made
well”—and instantly, she is healed.

what’s your reaction to the delay? Are you
anxious, frustrated and worried?
In fact, while Jesus is still speaking to the
woman, messengers tell Jairus, “Your daughter
is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”
If you start out with the assurance that Jesus
is with you, yet things get worse along the
way, what is your response? Are you afraid?
Do you have doubt and unbelief?
The Bible records that as soon as Jesus hears
what is said, He tells Jairus, “Do not be afraid;
only believe” (Luke 8:50).
At this point, Jesus cuts off the multitude.
He only allows Peter, James and John to
accompany Him to the house, where people
are wailing loudly. They ridicule Him as He
says, “Why make this commotion and weep?
The child is not dead, but sleeping.”

Sensing that power has gone out from Him,
Jesus immediately stops and asks, “Who
touched My clothes?” He doesn’t proceed until
the woman comes forward and tells Him
everything. And He says, “Daughter, your
faith has made you well.”

Putting everyone outside, Jesus takes the
three disciples and the child’s parents into
the room where she is lying. He then takes
her by the hand and says, “Little girl, I say to
you, arise.” And immediately she stands up
and walks—to the overwhelming amazement
of everyone.

Now, if you’re the ruler of the synagogue,

Now, to achieve this kind of miracle, the Son

of God had to exclude naysayers. He had
to say, “All doubt and unbelief, get out of
here. I don’t need to hear your ridicule. I
don’t need to hear your weeping and your
wailing. I need people of faith who will
believe to come with me.”
Sometimes we are too quick to give up on
God. We give up on His ability at precisely
the point in time when we should be
magnifying His ability—for He is able.
So God is telling us today, “Do not be
afraid; only believe.”

Do not be afraid; only believe.
We need to be people of faith. We can’t
let fear rule our hearts, govern our
prayers, and dictate what we think God
can do. We must get to the place where
we only believe.
Why? Because He is getting ready for
a resurrection!
God bless you,

Gordon Robertson

